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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104 


- ^UNITED STATES G 



NMENT 


Memorandum 





SAC, DENVER date: 1/27/67 

SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (100-56017 ) (P) 

subject: hunter S. THOMPSON 

SM - C 




[ 


FOIA(b)7 - (D) 


^ on November 5, 1965, furnished information 
that a subscription to the People ' si\World was maintained in the 
name of HUNTER THOMPSON, 318 Parnassus Avenue, San Francisco, 
This subscription was a new yearly subscription that was due to 
expire on November 6, 1966, 


I FoiA(b)7 - (D) I December 12, 1966, furnished information 
that the yearly subscription which was due to expire on / 

November 6, 1967, in the name of HUNTER THOMPSON was changed fr^m 
318 Parnassus Avenue, San Francisco, to Woody Creek, Colorado. / 
The 1964-65 San Francisco Polk's Directory listed HUNTER S. / 
THOMPSON and SANDRA D. THOMPSON as residing at 318 Parnassus h 
Avenue, The wife's name was set forth as SANDRA^^ 

A route postman which covers 318 Par na s sus advised ' , 
1965, that HUNTER THOMPSON and his wife have resided at that 
location for approximately 9 to 11 months. Further that THOMPSON 
is approximately 28 to 32 years of age and white. The postman 
advised that the mails gave no hint as to the occupation of 
THOMPSON, but that he did receive a lot of quality magazines and 
was receiving the People’s World. 


San Francisco Polk's Directory for i966 listed HUNTER 
S. THOMPSON and wife SANDRA D. THOMPSON as residing at 318 
Parnassus Avenue, San Francisco. The Registry of Voters for the 
city and county of San Francisco contained no record that HUNTER 
THOMPSON had registered to vote. However, a Mrs. SANDRA DAVJN 
THOMPSON of 230 Grattan Street, San Francisco, who formerly 
resided at 318 Parnassus Avenue, registered to vote in July, 
1966, -She registered her intent to affiliate in one of the 
major parties, She set forth her occupation as housewife, that 
she was born in New York and was 5 '5" . 
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SF 100-56017 
JD : vlh 


' FOIA(b)7 - (D) , I 

/ San Francxsco, Calxfornia, 

advised on January ^0, labV, that HUNTER THOMPSON, 230 Grattan, 
changed his address, effective September 10, 1966, to Owl House, 
Woody Creek, Colorado. 

The People's World is a West Coast 
newspaper published weekly in San Francisco. 

. ,Q^- 


LEAD: 



DENVER 


AT WOODY CREEK, COLORADO . Will attempt to 
verify the residence of HUNTER S. THOMPSON at the Owl House, 
Woody, Creek, Colorado. 
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PD-S40 (REV. 6-24-68) 



FUe H ff /Ofi - 



By 


(CITY AND STATE) 



(NAME OF SPECIAL AGENT) 


To Be Returned □ Yes Receipt given □ Yes 

Description; 


; 
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FOIA(b) (6) 
FOIA(b) (7 ) 


(C) 


FOIA(b) (6) 
FOIA(b) (7) - (C) 



~\ 


PD-340 CREV. 6-24-68) 


Hie No. 


/oo- 93 •" / /f 


a 


(Me Receivej 
From— 


,jL — ^ In j hy 


(NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR) 


(ADDRESS OF CONTRIBUTOR) 


By 




(CITY AND STATE) ^ 

/VVUX^ 


<NAME OF SPECIAL AGENT) 


To Be Returned □ Yes 

QHier^ 

Description: 


lipt^ven n 

B-We 
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P0-340 CREV. e>24-68) 


m No. 


/PQ - 



Date Received- 


From- 


S1m\ 






(NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR) 


(ADDRESS OF CONTRIBUTOR) 


^ (CITY AND STATIC 


By 


(NAME OF SPECIAL AGENT) 


To Be Returned □ Yes Receipt given □ Yes 

B-No 

Descriptioir 

£7~6c/cr^ 
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Sa3W30 DHUa SnOM3HD¥3«l 


•"•stei« ratpiq* 

peA^«fcio| to xnpuf ue etejejot ot teq Atiuntuiuixi 
„qea4t„ |bjo| aip teip 'taipw 'u»m t,u»op.t{ pue 
u«itv Uj ^qsiup SI jsMOd qraty teqt ueeui t,umq» 
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SAC, SAH StAHClSCO <100^S6017) 


S/30/6T 


SAC, !)®rras aoO-0353) (P) 


S. mCMPSO^ 

SM ^ C 


ie Saa .l^ancisco letter to -^aver dated 1 / 37 / 6 ? » 

for iaforaatioa San franc isco, ienver indices negative 
regarding snljject. 

“Hi© following investigation was coadncted by SA 

vmmm jokiss 


^ ©a 3/16/67 Mrs. I FoiA(b)7 - (D) I feroteet identity), 

I FoiA(b )7 - (D) i ^and stor e operator at woody creek, Colorado, 
advised that H0JOT3 S, IHOMPSOM, with wife SAKPM, and son, 
presently are renting a house on a ranch located about five 
miles east of feody Creek. 

- tp idvised that TOCilPSON and hiS Wife had 
mentioned to her that IKOIPSOH had lived with the Hell's 
Angels for one and a half years and had then Witten a book 
about them, ^ey indicated that he recently appeared on 
national W programs, the •*®oday" show and "I've Cot a Secret"., 

MTs Fo iA ( b ) ?~~"( Dj.t at ed - she '^ understood ' that 7H0WSCH and 
his wife are going to have to give up their reatsl house soon 
and will be moving, ^e Stated she did not know where they 
would be moving to. 


HrsFo iA(b)7 - ( D)itated' that^ Ir-^; mentioned that in 

the past^ he -had lived in South Merlca as a roving reporter, 

MrsF.o iA ( b ) 7~~~( Didvised that.-' two ©r 'three days earlier, Hr. 
ll^llPSOII had gotten imm from a trip and indicated that -he had 
been to Canada,, where he appeared' on a f? progrimij; 

.BIrsFo iA(b)7 - ( D)dyise.d^t^ta^'%he' fB3l#SCHs previously lived 
in the area for about one y^p landing aroundeiieiw^y , 198i, 

and that they recently retwnb^ito the Woody ^Creek area* ^“T 

fnM{ Serialized 

2 — San fPanCiSCO (RM) , J indexed... / 

<69 Beaver • . 'r^ ‘ ’ 
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r. 


DN 100-9353 


- ( D)itated that she has observed some very 
obscene publications come through the mail to *PiGl#S0N from 
unknown publishing company in New York. 

DENVER DiyiSIQN 

AT WOODY G^EE 

Will recontact the I FoiA(b)7 - (p) [ 

and determine when subject THQlffiSON and his wife move, and to 
what iocation, 

AT DENVER ^ OODOR^ ^ 

Will check the, records of the State Driyer *s License 
and. Motor Vehicle Registration Off ices relative to subject 
HDSTER S. THOMSON and his w THOMSON. 

Attempt to obtain photographs of each of them and 
in the eyent, operator's iicenses located, secure a photocopy 
of the application bearing fa fingerprint^ so that this may be 
submittod %o: the Identification Division in an effort to 
cheek for an Identification Record. 

Will cheek with/ it^bl^ants - in thei J^nyer M 
determine whether Subieetk 




2 
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Optional Form No. 10 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
MEMORANDUM 


TO: 

FROM : 
SUBJECT 


SAC, SAN FRANCISCO 

SA EDWARD J. O’ FLYNN 

"PEOPLE'S WORLD" SUBSCRIBERS" 
IS - C 


DATE 


7 APR 1967 




o Jif ' 


HUNTER THOMPSON 

WOODY CREEK CO 8I6S6 
i I 6 67 Y- 


FOIA(b)7 - (D) 


CANCELLED SUBSCRIPTION 


on 


e APR 1967 SA 


EDWARD J. 


O’ FLYNN ihe information that the above subscription to the 
"People’s VJorld" (P'W) has been cancelled. No further record of 
this information is being retained in the informant’s file or 
other files of the San Francisco Office. 

The PW is a West Coast communist newspaper 
published V7eekly in San Francisco. 


FOIA(b)7 - (D) 


who has furnished reliable information 
a position to furnish up-to-date information 
list of the P'W. Any disclosure of the 

is available to the 
as its source. 

and investi- 


in the padt, is in 
on the subscription 

fact that current subscription information 
FBI would immediately identify the informant 
Therefore, it is requested that current interviews 


gation of subjects be h andled circumspectly in this regard. 


FOIA(b)7 - (D) 


it Y*' 


the mailing address has the following 
indicated is the expir'ation date. A 
indicates a yearly subscription, 
subscription. The "WE indicates 
applies in all cases now that the paper 
A "C" designates charter subscribers; a 


advised that the subscription code below 

nificance: The date 

behind this date 
and a "6" indicates a six-month 
a vjeekend subscription, which 

is only published weekly. 
"LTS" indicates life-time 


subscription, and an 


indicates a new subscriber. A "CO" 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MAY 1062 EDITION 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 


-r= 


UNITED STATES GO'^'ERNMENT 

Memorandum 


C 


TO 


SAC, DENVER (100-9353) 


> 1967 


FROM 


SA ELMER Ao SAMSON 


subject: 


HUNTER S. THOMPSON 
SM - C 


IC DONALD L, RAY, on April 6, 1967, obtained driver's 
license photographs and Xerox copies of driver's license infor- 
mation on subject and his wife which have been placed in the 
1-A section of the file. HUNTER S. THOMPSON had a clear 
driving record, however, his wife SANDRA D. THOMPSON, had an 
accident January 13, 1963. 

THOMPSON has registered to him a 1957 two-door sedan, 
which had 1966 Colorado License ZG 3028. This license was 
issued to THOMPSON at the following address. 


Owl House 

Woody Creek, Colorado 


[ 


FOIA(b) 7 


(D) 


]were contacted by SA ELMER A. 


SAMSON and SA JOSEPH C. LEARNED and these informants had no 
information concerning subject or his wife. 

Subject is apparently identical with the author of 
the current best seller "Hell's Angels," published by Random 
House. 


C^J^^s-Denver 
EAS :grh 




J. 




~ 

■ serialized 

APR 1 y 1SG7, 

FBI — DENVER 


±l 




JZs 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Kegularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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5/14/67 


feitle has be#n marked elitBgei t© s!i©w tke subjeet 's 
Mddle is«© as HOKEIR STOLON 3®OMFSCM. 

Re San JB^eadigaD Istfeer t© IDeaveir dated l/?2/67 aed 
Denver letter to San l^attGiseo dated 3/10/67. 

Enelosed ktereiKith for the SSa Frahoiseo Division is 
one Colorado ©river’s License |>hoto$raph of the subject. 

On 4/6/67, investigative Clerk IK)SIAi© L* RAf obtained 
driver *s license photographs ©f THOMPSON and his SANDRA D. 

THOMPSON. 


THOMPSON had registered to him a 1957 tttfo^door sedan, 
which was beering 1966 Colorado License 2G 3028. His address 
listed on the Motor Vehicle Registretion Records was 
Owl House, Woody ereek, Colorado. 

I FoiA(b)7 - (D) T weire contacted by SA ELMER A» 

SAMSON and SA JOSEPH C. L^^HNEB and those informants had no ;-S|cfe 






On 5/5/67. 1^ 

SA VINCENT 


FOIA(b) 7 


are 


Greek, 

THOMPSON and 
it now 
move to 

a house belonging to ROBERT CRAIG, which honse is on Woody ereek. 
CRAIG now lives at Aspen, Goiorado. 


R. JONES 
Still living at Woody Greek, 
retain their saffie 


HUNTER S. 
Colorado, 
will 
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DN 100-9353 
ADMINISTRATIVE; 

It would appear subject is identical with the author of 
a current best seller ”Hell^s Angels,” published by Random House. 

On the basis of the information known to date, it would 
not appeaf that further investigation in this matter is necessary. 
Denver considers the matter RUC. 



-2- 
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Routing slip 

0- 7 (Rev. 9-5-69) 

TO: SAG, ^ * 

I 1 Albany 
I i Albuquerque 
i 1 Alexandria 
I I Anchorage 
I 1 Atlanta 
I I Baltimore 
I I Birmingham 
I I Boston 
[ — 1 Buffalo 
{ I Butte 
I 1 Charlotte 
( 1 Chicago 

I I Cincinnati 
I [ Cleveland 
i I Columbia 
□ D^s 

Detroit 

1 — I El Paso 

1 1 Honolulu 


(Copies to Offices Checked) 


I I Houston □□ 

I 1 Indianapolis □ 

I i Jackson 

i I Jacksonville 

i I Kansas City Q 3 

[ I Knoxville 

I I Las Vegas □ 

i I Little Rock 

I I Los Angeles □□ 

1 I Louisville j | 

I I Memphis LZI 

[ I Miami 

r~l Milwaukee 
|~1 Minneapolis 
I 1 Mobile □ 

I ) NewEirk | | 

I I New Haven 

□3 New Orleans 33 
I — I New York City 

Date __ 


Norfolk 

Oklahoma City 
Omaha 
Philadelphia 
Phoenix 
Pittsburgh 
Portland 
Ri chmond 
Sacramento 
St, Louis 
Salt Lake City 
San Antonio 
San Diego 
San Francisco 
San Juan 
Savannah 
Seattle 
Springfield 


I 1 Tampa 

i I Washington Field 
[ 1 Quantico 

TO LEGAT: 

1 [ Bern 

I 1 Bonn 
I 1 Buenos Aires 
I 1 Hong Kong 
I I London 
I 1 Madrid 
I I Mexico, D.F. 

I I Ottawa 
I 1 Paris 
j I Rome 
□ Tokyo 




1 / 


RE; 


Qfk^ 


SEARCHED J NDEXEDl 

|sERIAU2|D,....6S^rfeir 


Retention For appropriate 
For information 133 optional [33 action 

i I The enclosed is for your information. If uset 
I 1 conceal all sources, 33 paraphrase conSw 






JAfa81971 

^Bia-.'DENVgR- 


in a future report, 
' li ' ttj ?* ■ ■ I 


I I Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA . 
dated 


Remarks: 




Enc. 

Bufile 

Urfile 


/ (Ty- J J ^ 

^ 0-1^ 


I. Jo 
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M 


i ' 

Sf 

i 


i 


m. 


^ ( Rev. 3-9-70) 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT 


Memorandum 

: SAC, 


(} 


(Your file 




Director, FBI (Bufile and Serial 


Room No. 




) DATE: 




-j 




.J'TTK' 




Reference Bureau r 7§~IO/2 9/70 and I / I5/71. 

□ 1- Bufiles indicate this case is delinquent. Give specific reason for delinquency. 

Qgnv er for : information with Wa sh. 

_o^ C lippings , Investiga~txon concerning Thompson not 

warranteg but case being reopened . and LHM will be submitted , 

□ letterhead memo □ submitted 

□ letter □ 90-day progress letter ..^Q^ill be submitted 1 

Reporting employee ^ - 

□ 3. If valid reason exists for not submitting report at this tirhe, state reason specifically and 

when report will be submitted ' ' v-"-' 


□ airtel 
2. DATE □ report 



4. Status of □<Appeal 

□ airtel 
□ &. Submit □ report 

□ letter 


□ Inquiry B^mestigation £;:;:;:z:'[n,.Erosera^^ ! 

□ letterhead memo :SER!AUZtD ! 

.. X ■ f, 


□ 90-day progress letter by 


n~‘ 


(Place reply hereon and return to Bureau. Note receipt and acfnovAedgWrent -ony op seriaMnyase file.) 


GPO 857*242 




rPEWE ff 




.'dpi 
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5010 - 107-02 


OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27^ , 

rV.yrP’r 




UNITE-S-- STATES GQ^..^ERNMENT 

Memorandum 






TO 


SAC DENVER (62-0 


date: 6-23-70 


FROM : SA VINCENT R. JONES 


SUBJECT 


V 



ASPEN Va.LL 

, ^ OLAY' 

Tm.£BS2BT #«feia.HiiKEgaNp^, 

^ CLENE- J-QHNSQ N G. CLANCY^ 

BfiS^KRUEGER^J/ 

WiSCEIANEOUS iNPOMytTION CONCERNING 

Attached, is Aspeib Wall Poster ^4, which is a publication 
being printed at Aspen ^ Colo, 

In view of the comments regarding law enforcement and the 
Director, I thought would be a good idea to submit a copy and to 
index the names of person connected with the pbblication. 


HUNTER THOMPSON was a member of the Calif, motorcycle gang and 
wrote a book about it. He apparently plans to run on the independent 
tirket for sheriff at Asoenv 

Under the black ink near the top on the front page, in red ink, 
era words which appear to be Impeach Nixon*’, only they use a 
awastika in place of the ”x’». (It is necessary to hold the paper up to 
a strong light to read this.) “ 

VRJ 


\ 









Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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By L^-roy F* Aarons 

V,'2shlngton Post Stall Writer 

4 SPEN, Colo. — He v/as a little shaky, 
irL n ad mi tied . - Ke 

nad just on mescaline 

and cow he stood on, Mill Street, ever- 
present beer can in his hand, sun hat 
covering his bald head (which he had 
iinaved to cover the American Le- 
gion convention in Portland, Ore., for 
Scanlan’s magazine), contemplating 
w'irih a sense of disbelief the coming or- 
Ceal. ^ ■ - 

‘‘it was really horrible,” he said, re-^ 
ferring to the long night, “I thought 
I wa3 going ip have a little time to be 
crazy, but alV' I could think about was 

f race.” ile paused, focusing 

on his scckless sneakered feet. Then 
saia, “Fni afraid the humor’s gone 
out of it alre.ady. There’s no more 


Probably few people would take 
Thtxtnpson very seriously if it w^eren’t 
for the fact that he could win. Liist 
year he backed a candidate for mayor 
— Joe Ed%;*ards, an attorney--who 
missed wimung by only six votes. 
There are enough hippies, liberals and 
radic-libs in Pitkin County to elect 
Thomp.son sheriff. ‘Tf that man is 
elected,” <said .Aspen’s Republican 
Mayor Eve TIomeyer, shuddering at 
the prospect, '‘everybody would think 
this was Liberty Hail and come racing 
in .here.” - • , 

‘T’d sure hate to .->Ge that kind of law 
come to Pitkin County,” said current 
Sheriff Carroll Whitmire, who happens 
to be running for re-election, A Demo- 
crat, he is opposed by a Republican 
and ' by Thompson. 

A ‘Freak’ Platforni 


humor.‘‘ 

Tins was a Saturday. Registration, 
had dosed the day before, and it was 
becoming evident from the number of ■ 
peepie — mostly 1 o n g - h aired hippie 
types— vvho had registered as “unaffil- 
i*ted” that Hunter Thonvp.son could 
be elected sheriff. This seat a wave of 
t-ervousness through the Aspen estab- 
U-'hrnetit and a .spa.sm of horror 
Ufrough Hunter Thompson. 

‘SCnrisi, now I’ve got to get serious,” 
he groaned. 


KIND OF LA^V” has do do 
ii v/ith Thompson’s tentative plat- 
form which he published in Rolimg 
Stone magazine. It stirred up a good 
deal of e.xcitmenc, admiration and 
vicious hatred back home in Aspen, de- 
pending on who v/as reading it. " 
According to bis platform, if elected, 
Thompson would: change Aspen’s 

name to “Fat City,’” as a device to dis- 
courage developers; sod the downtov/n 
streets and ban all automobiles; pun- 
ish dishonest dope dealers by putting 



Oci'id v;fi itni’vf*. 

f ■ f .. 

A:iiyQ.n^ as. ine con.*iervtitionisls hope to preserve iT.f 


them in public stocks on the court- 
house lawn, but go easy on people 
who use dope; disarm law enforcement 
officers but employ “massive retalia- 
tion” in the event of a riot and “sav- 
agely harass” anyone involved in 
“land rape.” 

What is this all about, you wonder? 
Who \vould vote for this man? Who is 
this freak? 

See ASPEN, Page B4, Column 1 
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Free-Spirited Hunger Thompson erUered the race for sheriff of Aspen 
iilinost os n jokcf hut now finds he actually nos a chofice to win, 
"^'Ckrht, now Fve got to get serioasF the young writer groans. ^ 


apartment buildings — marvelous invest- 
ments, since the units could be sold be- 
fore the first spade of dirt was turned. 

Many people^ struck by Aspen's : 
beauty and amenities, chose to stay. • 
The year-round population, now 2,300, 
has doubled since I960 (in winter, the 
population soars to< 13,000). Aspen resi- 
dents are a curious amalgam of artists, 
craftsmen, ski bums who stayed, law- 
yers, writers, carpenters and, more 
recently, hippies. .Most all of them share 
one thing in common — a revulsion to 
the harsh abrasions of city life. j 
But city life threatens to engulf this^ 
quaint town, planted in a crease in the 
Rockies, decorated by the graceful 
aspen trees frbrh- which it took its ^ 
name and which, with the first frosts, 
take on a brilliant golden-orange hue 
as lovely as a Monet canvas. ^ 

Belatedly, perhaps too late, the 
townspeople are becoming aware of 
the danger (although the warnings by ,i \ 



i ..-..-...j, -.-i. . 4^ . ■ . .... ... ..... y... ...... . •• .. • 




"'Savc-AspenF leaders claim new apacinient iwuseHXireriim^^^ iJieedtaracierolTli^ town, ^ ^ 
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such visionary types as Eric Sevareid 
began as long as eight yeans ago). Now 
the Chamber of Commerce, whose 
' high-povirered promotions ^*ere largely 
responsible for Aspen/s boom, is dis* 
couraging new arrivals. The coloi^ul 
Aspen Ski Corp. is threatening to close' 
down the slopes if they get overcrowd- 
ed. A group of anonymous vigilantes 
'-recently blew up the ^dndmill at Hol- 
land Hills, a particularly tacky devel- 
opment near Aspen. And the City 
Council voted this year a 1 per cent 
sales tax to buy property to keep de- 
velopers out. - 

But, an emerging group of relative' 
newcomers, almost all of them in their 
i[10s and few of them in Aspen . more 
than four year.s, is talking about some 
thing deeper than that They are say- 
ing that in order truly to save the 
town, to free it from a web of inter- 
locking relationships with outside pro- 
moters and resident *‘greedheads” (as 
Thompson calls them) w-ho are sell- 
ing the tow^n out from under the peo- 
ple,^ there must be a shift in control. In 
short they are talking about a change 
of power. 

. Among them is Joe Edwards, the 
Houston lawyer wdio came to Aspen a 
few years ago and who >va$ nearly 
elected mayor a year ago. Also Tom ; 
Benton, a young artist; Dwight Shell- 
man, Edw^aro;'s law partne?:; Mike Stol- 
heim, a house painter. And Ned Vare, 
a mild, free-spirited man of 36 who 
lives in a converted mining camp with 
his girl friend and their two children, 
and w'ho designs furniture. 

Vare was elected to ilie ‘city council 
last year. This year he i^ going after 
County Commissioner J,. Sterling Bax-^ 
ter, a doctor, v/ho hm been the princi- 
pal power in Pitkin County for the last 
four years. (Baxter's Idea about A.s- 
pen’s urban sprawl is that “one man’s . 
exploitation is another man’s benefit 
to the community.”) 

‘Craxy’ Formula Works 
‘l^'ARE’S BID for Baxter’s county 
^ seat is really the central thrust of 



Designer Ned Vare represents the moderate side of Asfsen's ''freak 
powed- movemeht to chase greedy developers out oj toivn. 


can be terrifying; it Ls easy to see why 
he has. rattled the town. He is an im- 
posing 6-foot-3, 190 pounds, with a 
fondness for profanity and shocking 
statements, .a sort of “Ncrinan Mailer 


in every respect except life stvle. They 
work as waiters, maids, ski instruciors, 
carpenters, bartenders and so on. They 
live in trailers, in over-priced’ apart- 
ments, in makeshift shacks, and thev 


the save-Aspen movement. Initially, 
Thompson’s shov/ of candidacy was a 
diversionary tactic. 

original idea was to create a 
kind of crazy left that w^ould make 
V'^arc look moderate by comp,arison.” 
said Thompson, wdio was now downing 
tequilas and chain-amoking Marlboros 
in the bar of the Hotel Jerome, a beau- 
tifully restored Victorian relic of the 


west.” He has been known to stand on 
his back porch in the nude, firing a 
rifie into the. mountains. (“Simple vul- 
garity, that’s all he represe.uis to me,” 
says Mrs. Korney er.) 

Thompsoirs public self is parl-thea- 
ter, part journalist, part ideologue. But 
if you stick around long e!ioagh you 
begin to -get a sense of anguish behind 
the bravado, ; • r* ^ 


don’t usually hang out cn the side- 
w^alks. They take drugs, but most of 
them bother no one and want nnlhiiif 
, more than to be lett alone. . 

-This is part of the problem for thosa 
who now want to get thorn involved in 
the town’s difficulties. These long-hairs 
don't vote; many ox them never voted 
in their lives until last year when Joe 
jildwards—anything but a bippie--wa.H 
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in i,he bar ol Uie Hotel Jerome, a beau- 
tifullj' restored Victorian rehc of the 
1890 s that looks like the set tor a Wai- 
iicr Bros, western. “It never occurred 

to me that I could win. 

“Last year we lost part of the modern 
ate vote because Edwards looked too 
extreme. This article (in Eollii,s 
Stone) kind of jerked the covers off of 
what’s happening just in time to sad- 
•dle Vare with it. This time, Vare is no 
ravslcrv and I’m certainly no mystery. 
Vare panicked this year. I think Vare is 
going to win and, as weii'd as it sounds, 

I think I may win.’' 

”Wbat Fm trying to do is different 
than Neci;’ Thompson went on. ‘-His' 
campaign is issue-oriented, I'm think- 
ing more in terms of political muscle. 
As far as the jdatfonii, its more an at- 
tempt to get a mandate for those ideas 
and get peopU*. to take them seriously. 
IVs the language that frightens people, 
not the idea. 

‘‘I’m not really running for sheriff; 
i don’t intend to be sheriff. Fll take niy 
salary and the salary of the uncier 
sheriff and try to get some young cops 
who think something like I do. There’s 
no law that .says I have to roam the 
town with a gun on my hip and a ten’* 

I gallon hat on my head, 
i *‘My intention is to use it as a politi- 
cal vortex. If I become sheriff that will 
^symbolically— totally shatter the ex- 
isting poUticai structure of the town. 
Then we can start with referendums A, 
I B, C, on down the line. We’ll have 
I • mustered the mandate that opens the 
4 way for all the rcst,”li 
A To the ea^iiyjntihiidatedj Thompson 


begin to gel a sense ox tuigui.^u, bcc.n.ci . 
the bravado. ,, ; " . • '> x 

, ' '‘Somewhere between the ’bomb and 
the commune tliere's a treiiiendous 
opening/' he says, ‘To be not forced 
of the game and to make them 
play it our way. I'm tmed of running. 
Vve been running .for 10 years. iThere s 
no place left to go.” 

In a vitriolic newsleU.er called 
“Aspen Yv allposter ” , which he occa' 
.sionally publishes as a. goad tc the 
town’s* estahlisbrnent; TliOiTipscn ob* 
liquely revealed himself in a reference 
. to John Kermedy-style “misfits” who 
are still around: “They are a slraage 
breed — cynical as old pav/nbrokers, yet 
haunted and hopelessly tangled m the . 
v/eb of some half-born dream . . . lost 
but not ■ losers, still %vaiUng . . . not 
liking themselves too well and some- 
times feeling half cleao . . . di 

maybe just half alive; and usually 
about half-corrupt, in the shadow-m^h*, 
ory of things undone and. unlned.” . , 

Hippies' Who Vote 
WT-HAT IS THE ROLE of the so- 
called hippies in all this? Thej' 
Hold the key to the power struggie: the 
vote. Like anything else in this Unvn, 
Aspen’s hippie culture is not simple. In 
fact, listening to The Chamber of Com- 
merce, you would nevei. Into v/ that 
there had been a hippie “invasron” in 

AvSpen at all. ■ 

But you xvoulcl , be . wrong if , you 
placed it in tlie same mental category 
as the street cultures of Berkeley or 
the East Village. These, pf-ovue—lhe 
'^steady long-hair residents— are big city 
dropouts very much like the straigiitCi 






ii 




ill Uicir Ijvcs jiUjl last year when Jo« ; 

Edward.s--anything but a .hipp»'>-rwa|; i, 

rurU?uig.;..'' ’ V ' ' ■ 

Bart of Thorapson’g- hyperbolic, the& 
trical atratetty ■was,.(lesigned to “get 
the freaks; off their asseD.” And, m thai 
respeot. it worked, because hundreds 
lined up at the county courthouse mi 
city hall 'right up to the close of regjs- 
trption Oct. 2. Some of, them were, 
there because they felt guilty .about 
the .six votes Joe Edward.s didn t get 
la.st year. ■ ■ ’ ' 

Thompson .and 'Varc’s “freak power 
experiment is as o;d as devnocrac\ , ciid 
to the degree it talks about decentral- 
izing power, more conservative than 
radical. Moreover, as ''rhompson sayt. 
it is an alternative, perhaps the last al- 
ternative to violence. . 

■■Ncrlther rnatr has pat answers. Tfcev 
are still gropiiig. Vare talks of specHre 
zoning and planning proposals to .save 
.Aspen. Thompsion is given to a kind oi 
paranoia, separatintj tii« iown into vtia 
“vze’s” and the “theV's,'’ sometinies' u.n 
justly eliminating .Uherals and nicr.ae.r 
ates ,who are just as sincerelj C'--:- 
■corned about preserving the town. 

But both men, and their supporters 
seenv in essence -to want a shift in ' 
ue.s from an empliasis oiv property a.i:^ 
nioney to an enwhasis on human-stfi-i 
life style. . 

“We’re irsto something that’s 
than piddling poUtio?,” said Vare. '• 
we can get onto som.ething as Dasm = 
what we think we're .si umbiing onto, t 
think it is related only to Aspen -is u 
sane. Oui’ deepest fe.elings arc waat e 
-crybody feels. Vvbat happens here, r.a 
■ penr, to tlie country," J, 
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Routing Slip , 

0- 7 (Rev.‘T9-'5^69) 

TO: SAC, 

I I Albany 
I 1 Albuquerque 
r~n Alexandria 
I I Anchorage 
r~n Atlanta 
I I Baltimore 
I 1 Birmingham 
j 1 Boston 
I 1 Buffalo 

1 — I Butte 

I I Charlotte 
i I Chicago 
I I Cincinnati 
i I Cleveland 
1 I Columbia 
— 1 Dallas 
I Deny _ 

, ] DetroitSt 
I — 1 El Paso' 
r I Honolulu 

RE: Hunter 


c 


Ties to OHi Checkeil) 


[ I Houston 
I I Indianapolis 
rn Jackson 
rn Jacksonville 
[ I Kansas City 
r~| Knoxville 
i I Las Vegas 
I I Little Rock 
I 1 Los Angeles 
[ I Louisville 
I [ Memphis 
[ I Miami 
I I Milwaukee 
I I Minneapolis 
[ I Mobile 
I I Newark 
I 1 New Haven 
i I New Orleans 
1 — I New York City 



□ 
n 
□ 
□ 
n 
n 
□ 
n 
□ 
□ 
□ 
n 
n 
n 
n 
□ 
n 
n 

Date _ 


Norfolk 

Oklahoma City 

Omaha 

Philadelphia 

Phoenix 

Pittsburgh 

Portland 

Richmond 

Sacramento 

St. Louis 

Salt Lake City 

San Antonio 

San Diego 

San Francisco 

San Juan 

Savannah 

Seattle 

Springfield 

10 / 29/70 




r~1 Tampa 

1 I Washington Field 
I ] Quantico 

TO LEGAT: 

I 1 Bern 
I 1 Bonn 
I I Buenos Aires 
I I Hong Kong 
I 1 London 
! \ Madrid 

I I Mexico, D.F. 

! I Ottawa 
I I Paris 
r~1 Rome 
n Tokyo 


SEARCHED 



SEiHALIZElf:^^ 
^ fBI— 

PN\^R ^ 

] acti^ \ [ 

^ skr^p. by 


■yy Retention' 

2§?(For information optional 

I I The enclosed is for your informa^on. If \>sjbd in a fut^^^ report, 
I I conceal all sources, paraphrase contents. 

f 1 Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA . 
dated 

Remarks: 
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Identification Record Request 

FD-9 (Rev. 4-28-65) 


INSTRUCTIONS 

i. This form may be subraitted in legible hand printing. 5 . \ 


2. Use separate form for each individual on whom 
record is requested. 

3. Make effort to furnish FBI identification number, 
law enforcement identification number, or 
military service number, 

4. Furnish descriptive data and fingerprint classification 
only when FBI number not available. 


5. Indicate office for reply in lower right corner 
only. Also list in lower right corner all offices 
which should receive copies of available records. 
Include carbon of FD-9 for each office receiving 
copies and forward with original to Bureau. 

■ 6. Do not fill in block in lower left corner. 


To: DIRECTOR, FB 


Re P'PCTnT’MT 


Attention: Identification Division 


11/3/70 


RESIDENT AGENCY 

GRAND JUNCTION, COLORADO 


HUNTER STOCTON THOMPSON 


Field File No. 


Furnish Th^J^nown Identification Record of the Following: 


FBI No. 


Other No. 


66-1377 



Sex 

Race 

Birth Date 

Birthplace 


Residence 


: Male 

White 

7/18/37 

— 


Aspen, Colorado 

Height 

6*3" 

Weight 

190 

Build 

Hair 

Brown 

Eyes 

Brown 

Complexion 

Age 


Fingerprint Classification 


Scars, marks and tattoos 


jAlso Furnish: 

Photo 

F ingerprints 
Handwriting Specimens 


imication Divi sion*s Reply 

On b^is of information furnished, 
ungple to identify: 


I / Criminal 
Files 


Civil All 

I I Files I I Files 


Record Attached 
Photo Attached 
Photo Not Available 
Fingerprints Attached 
Handwriting Specimen Attached 



Re^ly to: 


DENVER 


Send Copies To: 




SFABfflgD A INDEXB 
SEBlAtiZED ^ 

// FB1-.0ENVER 
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By^I^UDON KELLY 
Associki^ Press Writer 

-Hunter S. Il^mpson says he’s a ‘‘foul- 
louthed outlaw-jetin^Mlf^iffK’s also deadly seri- 
ous about becoming sheott^^itkin County 
booming ski town. __ i=ass._.. 

And that's “despite the natu- 
ral horror . of seeing myself as 
the main pig.” 

Under the apolitical slogan of 
“Freak Power,” Thompson says 
his success depends on “how 
I many freaks, heads, criminals, 

! anarchists, . beatniks, poachers, 

.^yobb^ies^ bikers and Persons of 
l^eird Persuasion will come out 
.M their holes and vote for mejf' 
f | What's more, leaders of tnj^ 
i ^mce remote silver camp com- 
Jjede that Thompson — in flop^ 
tennis hat, plaid shirt . and dim- 
garees— just might make it. 

William Dunaway, who oper- 
ates the town newspaper and ra- 
dio station, says that because 
Aspen has so many newcomers, 
m'bstly young . and most with 
jobs, „ he believes Thcmpon has a 
good chance of being elected 
Nov. 3. . 


I «^^^Sryear-old she^ 
jroll Whitmire, a Democrat, is 
near the end of his four-year 
term and seeks another. The Re- 
publican nominee is the under- 
sheriff, Gierin Ricks, 

“They're both cookie-cutter 
typys,” Thompson says, “gas 
station attendants who were giv- 
en a gun.” 

t Come to grips 

if In a boldly hand-printed' a|- 
jvertisement appearing in the l|- 
(fcal paper, Thompson tells voi 

ers: 

“The time has come, it seems, 
to dispense with evil humor and 
come to grips with the strange 
possibility that the next sheriff 
of this county might very well 
be a foul-mouthed outlaw iour- 
nar.jfet wmif* some 


Mayor fearful ' 

Mrs. Eye Homeyer, tlie stylish 
blonde wid('W who Is Aspen's 
first feminine mayor, says he’s 
“so • far, out it is absolutely 

I pghtening ' tliat he might 
ome shenff.” 

“I don’t believe ho will win 
he says, “but I ani extreme 
oncer ned.” 

Thornpson says he wants to 
save the residents of this pictur- 
esque mountain community 
from seeing “New York stock 
brokers and art hustlers sell the 
valley ou" from under them.” 
The free lance writer and 
seif-styled philosopher, who 
just now is lettliig his beard 
grow, says that by freak, 

’ don^t mean some sort of beast 
-who goes around chewing 
(kdrugs,** 

“I’m talking about some 
young person who is disenfran- 
c hised. wl io has nowhere to 
turn,” he?ald. 


tibns about life styles, raw en- 
forcement and political reality 
in America.” 

f Tall, athletic and 35, he says 
Aspen not only is ready for a 
‘ *new kind of sheriff, but for a 
whole new style in govern- 
ment, -the kind of thing Thom- 
as Jefferson had in mind when 
he talked about Democracy.*' 
“We have not done too well 
with . that concept over the 
years,” he says, . “not in Aspen 
jpr anywhere else — and the 
iroof of our failure is the wrec 
;ge of Jefferson’s dream th 
aunts* us on every side, fro 
Eoast^to coast, on the TV ne\ 
and a thousand daily new^spa- 
pers,” 

'“We have blown it : That fan- 
tastic possibility that Abe Lin- 
coln called The last, best hope 
of man’.” ' 

; “This valley,” the candidate 
^ tells voters, most of whom live 
;in town, “is no longer a refuge 
jor a hideout from reality.” It| 
I I was an outpost of urban culture 
buried in the rural Rockies, buti 
“for 20 years the selling orgyj 
boomed fat and heavy,” he 


Prug b usts 

The community now is 
plagued by “big city problems 
too malignant for small-town 
solutions, Chicago-style traffic 
in a town without stoplights, 
Oakland-style drug busts contin- 
ually bungled by simple cowboy 
cops 

Thompson, a native of Louis-, 
ville, Ky., is married and has a 
6-year-old son. He has lived ini 
Aspen three years. He likes toi 
jfleep, until noon since he is § 
|night person.” E 

p ^ He goes in for casual garlA 
like a floppy tennis hat> heavyjj 
shoes, a plaid shirt and well- 
torn duck shorts, even with 
snow on the ground. 

Thompson said he writes for 
various underground publica- 
tions and published a book 
called “Heli’s- Angels,” dealing! 
with his experiences with a mo-. 
lilGrcycle gang. He says some of^ 

I them beat him up. | 

Thompson at various times at-j 
tended the University of Ken-,' 
tucky, KJorida State University! 
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house' lawn in order to punish 
“dishonest ^ dope dealers in a 
proper public fashion.” To 
Thompson; ' a dishonest dealer is 
anyone who makes a profit on a 
drug trarisaction, “Non-profit 
sales will': be viewd as border- 
line cases and judged on their 
merits,” c 

• • Forbid hunting and fishing 
t| nonresidents, except for thos4 
who can get' a resident’s personi ' 
ai endorsement. ^ 

J® Disarm the sheriff and hi^ I 
deputies. He explains that every 
recent; urban riot “has been set 
off hy some trigger-happy cop in : 
a tekr frenzy.” To pacify the 
violence-prone Thompson would 
rely on a pistol-grip Mace-bomb, j 


But in recent days there have 
been signs that Thompson is let- 
ting hi s Rolling Stone image 
gathers some moss. He has good 
reasoi? to. Once the tov^spepple 
,r< jcu V the 


i THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS BY GEORGE WILKINSON^j 

Hunter S. Thomson, left, and his nnanager Pa^Katzoff 
ponder“the’*"Iat?^^^ poster: A red doufTe^iljrnBed 

fist clutching — butTiGt crushing — a green peyote Button. 

By FETEB BLAKE 1 

1 Rocky Mountain News Writer 

ASPEN — It’s certainly the most successful self- 
Ipromotion a writer has staged since Norman Mailer I 
jand Jimmy Breslin tried to take over New York City] 
jon the slogan, “Vote th g -R,aaca ls In.” 

Free-lancer Hunter S. .Thomp- | 


|son has been reveling in nation- 
al publicity ever since he 
launched his campaign for sher- 
‘ of Pitkin County in the Oct. 1 
isue of Rolling Stone. Already 
Reporters from the Washingl 
^ost, the New. York Times, 

|Los Angeles Times, NBC Ne^ 
-and the wire services have co: 
ito “gawk”—as the bemused As' 
jpen Times puts it— at the candi- 
idate. 

! It’s good gawking. Thompson 
Islands about 6 feet 2, shaves his 
{skull, and stumps the frosty 
streets in leather vest, boots, 
i^aLland shorts. * - fa - 


**’Ti iui'iipson , who is ( 
be ’ swept into office on a tide of 
“freak power,” has a well-publi- 
cized program. . 

He wants to: 

® Sod the streets at once, rip- 
ping up the pavement with jack- 
hammers and using, the “juil- 
kasphalt” to build a parking lot 
out of town and out of sight; 

• Change the name “Aspen” 
by referendum' to “Fat City,” in 
order to prevent “greedheads, 
land-rapers and other human 
j ackals ” from exploiting As- 
p(^s-^i>vt^eveloped image ^ 


they ■ di^aii to point 
problems. Such as the fact that 
as, sheriff he wouldn’t, be em- 
powered to execute on those 
promises. 

Well, Thompson explained 
at a' recent town meeting in 
Snowmass-at-Fat City, he 
didn’t mean that he intended 
|o Jackhammer the streets 
ftersonally. All he wanted to^ 
%o was use the influence ot his ^ 
office to promote . a ref eren-^ 
^um on a downtown mall. 

He went on to explain to th 
suspicious masses, many of 
whom had never heard a writer 
talk before, that there was 
“nothing personal” in his cam- 
paign, that he simply wanted to | 
“change, the concept” of the 
sheriffs office and put its “dor« 
n ant power” to work. 

* Soothingly he said this mearfi 
improving the quality of life; 
ijelping to slow development , 
fighting pollution, checking on 
consumer fraud. 

As for Freak Power, he de- 
fined a freak as “not a beast 
roaming the streets, but one 
who is spiritually disenfran- 
chised.’’ 

Reaction to this crypto-Rbtary 
presentation was mixed. David 
B ernha gen, operator of the 
Oriisiiivas-Inn and i 
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Owners' As^aaVior^ 
described Thompson as ‘Very 
inarticulate. He didn’t answer 
the questions, he.talked around 
them." Bemhagen accused the 
candidate of “attempting to be 
extremely radical in dress and 
speech," using it as a gimmick 
to attract the younger crowd. ^ 
Tom Benton, a top local artilft 
^ho happens to illustrate 
Thompson's exotic new'sporaqf- 
bal,- "The ^pen Wallposter^ 
disagreed with Bernhagen’s in- 
terpretation of Thompson's first 
public appearance. “The people 
were shocked," he said. “They 


SociaVibf^ uc^nfesses tha i - 

as “very signed his jdatform to do more 
t answer than simply draw attention to 
id around ! his own campaign. By appear- 
cused the ' ing so outrageous himself, he 
:ing to be hopes to make his running 
iress and mates appear relatively mod- 
gimmick erate. ' 

jrowd. d These include Ned Vare, cam- 
»cal artijft paigning as an Independent for 
iUustraJe county cbmrhissioner, and Bill 
sporadf- “Turkey" Noonan, the coroner 
llposter,ly candidate.' . ^ 

igen’s in- | But there are those who worry 
son's first that Hunter Thompson himsetf 
be people may be bending to the Iroii Law 
d. “They of Politics. The ILP, of cours4 


had thought he was a freak, and holds that radicals who crawl 
expected some sort of sideshow, under the campaign covers with 
Instead they found a very bright the whore-System, swearing to 


,guy ' who was serious 


remain undefiled, can't resist 


some^dy asked him what , he rolling toward the other side of 
thought] the duties Jdf afsheriff; the bed as soon as it dawns on 


lA ?^g^y^:‘p ulled out ^em they have a chance to win: 

jcoicmaxlo ^eVised sfaS^S because they think 

! started reading from them. ' . 1 ^P » few wavering 


they can pick up a few wavering i 

Furthermore, said Benton, ^ 

•Thompson came out foursquare Thompson is j 

I against needle-injected drugs. toward, the center can [ 

■ The/ first ^question mosHnter- ^ . & 

viewers ask Thompson is wheth- relatively mild stance a : 

er he’s serious. He' is. , ^^^wrnass debate; <1 

TT. ^ appearance in a coai: 

, Furthermore h.s chances for at ^meeting of the Pit 

success^ aru good. _The County ■ Bar Association" 

1 Pitkin County jregi^ration fig- ^lose friends-claim it was the 
ures show 920 Democrats, 

1^102 Republicans and go attired; they didn’t even 

iepsndents. If P could bet I d know he owned a coat or tie. In- 
bet myself about even,^ says cidentally, there are 20 lawyers 
Thompson. . , 1 | aniong Aspen’s 2, 000, population, 

Even the. opposition admits and ho one can figure out how 
being worried. Thompson's chidp they all survive, unless it's by 
rival is the incumbent 'DeriK®. taking in each other's wills, 
crat, Carrol Whitmire, 39. "You Q His recent, promise to hire 
can never be confident, especial- an undersheriff to, do the dirtv 
lyina three-wayrace,"hesays. ’^ork should he-- be" elected, 
Whitmire, an earnest soul who Thompson wants to be a free?’ 
wears a U.S. flag on his uniform floating ombudsman^ . and can’ ^ 
[sleeve, appeared on the Show- himself sleeping in. M l 

mass platform with ITiompson.' courthouse basement surround- ! 
‘p know about writing citation^ ed by short-wave radios.' A re- 
|bout accidents in the middle of tired Los Angeles cop, "far 
jpe , . night— accidents in th| more experienced than anyone 
Lountains," he assured '™ here," has offered his services ( 
crowd. T want the job badly.ls should Thompson win. ! 

The Republican candidate, - © xhb way Thompson has sur- 1 
former deputy Glen Ricks, re- rounded himself with image- { 
fused to take- part in the debate smudgers. His campaign head- 1 
because,, he, said, it smacked of quarters, on the second floor of 1 
"a three-ring circus.” So he will the raspberry-lobbied Jerome ! 
probably lose, , because it is in Hotel, fills up every afternoon * 
fact a circus and his ring is (that's when the candidate’s day ' 
ernpty.,: with people who special- 

Thompson describes both his i?e7inj chipping, whit tling? sand - 
! opponents as "cookie-cutter jbg^^^^shing.» ■ ■ . > » > T- . . , 

1 types, gas station attendants 
|wY? 0 -w^=e^iven a gun. 'J, . ^ 
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100-9353 


18218 Federal Office Building 
Denver, Colorado 80202 
February 3, 1971 


CONFIDFr^TIAL 


Mr* Paul S. Rundle 
Special Agent in Charge 
U. S. Secret Service 
New Custom House 
Denver, Colorado 80202 


Re: HUNTER STOCKTON THOMPSON 


Dear Mr. Rundle; 

I am enclosing a memorandum containing information 
concerning captioned individual. 

In the event an agent from your office would 
desire to examine the original *'Aspen Wallposter" , No. 7, 
please feel free to viev; the same at this office. 

Very truly yours , 


SCOTT J. WERNER 
Special Agent in Charge 


Enclosure (1) 
Registered Mail 






i 




e 0 N F 1-p - g-W ' T I . , 

' — 



(Upon removal of classified enclosvrre&3,l'thls::; 
transmittal letter becomes UNCLASS, -IFIED. ) 
2-Addressee 
v^Denver (10p^9353) 

/H^RJ:mf' 

/ (3) 
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In^ Reply, Please Refer to 
FaeNo. ' 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Denver , Colorado 
February 3 , 1971 


' i. O N FID E N T I A L 

■ ■ HUNTER STOCKTON THOMPSON 

On November 5, 1965, a source, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past^ advised that Hunter 
Thompson of 318 Parnassus Avenue, San Francisco, California, 
was a subscriber to the "People's World," Subsequently, 

Hunter Thompson changed his address from 138 Parnassus 
Avenue, San Francisco, to Woody Creek, Colorado. 

According to the 1966 San Francisco Polk's City 
Directory, the wife of Thompson was listed as Sandra D. 
Thompson. I 

On April 6, 1967, a second source, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised the subscription of 
Hunter Thompson to the "People ' s^ World" was cancelled. - 

"People’s World" is a west coast communist 

newspaper published weekly in San Francisco. 



On April 6, 1967, records of the Colorado Department 
of Motor ’Vehicles , Denver, Colorado, disclosed the Colorado 
driver's license of Hunter Stockton Thompson indicates he 
was a white male, born July 18 , 1937 , 6 '3" in height, 190 
pounds, with brown hair and brown eyes. 

On March 16, 1967, a third source, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, reported that Hunter S. 
Thompson and his wife, Sandra , and son .v/ere renting a house 
on a ranch located about five miles east of Woody Creek in 
Pitkin. County, Colorado. Thompson claimed to have lived with 
the "Hell's Angels" for about one and a half years and to have 
written a book about them. 






HUNTER STOCKTON THOMPSON 


. ... . According. , to the .third source , . Thompson may be 

’identical with the author of the current ’best seiTer (1967) 
"Hell's Angels," published by Random House, 

it',' pubiished^^’.^^^ ■ 197 O', 

listed as a bimonthly publication of the Meat Possum Press., 
Inc., Box K-3, Aspen, Colorado, listed Chairman Emeritus, 

John T. Tracy; Executive Editor, Lionel Olay; Editors, Tom 
Benton, Hunter Thompson; General Manager, Gene Johnston; 

Senior Corporation ^Counsel , John G . Clancy ; and Photography , , 
Bob Krueger. ’ 

"The Aspen Wallposter," No. 4, contained derogatory 
information concerning law enforcement in general and, 
specifically, concerning the sheriff at Aspen, Colorado. 

Under the black ink near the top on the front page 
in red ink appeared the words "Impeach Nixon," only it ap- 
peared that a swastika had been used in place of the "x " in 
the word "Nixon." 

The outside cover of "The Aspen Wallposter," No. 4, 
appeared to depict a telescopic sight centered on a human 
brain. 

The "Rocky Mountain Nevjs," a daily newspaper 
published at Denver, Colorado, edition of October 18, 1970, 
contained an article vjith the caption "Aspen sheriff's job 
eyed by 'outlaw journalist.'" Part of the story reads as 
follows ; 

"AS?EN--Hunter S, Thompson says he's a 'foul-, 
mouthed outlaw journalist ,' but he's also deadly 
serious about becoming sheriff of Pitkin County 
and this booming ski tovm. 

"And that's 'despite the natural horror of 
seeing myself as the main pig.' 

"Under the apolitical slogan of 'Freak Power,' 
Thompson says his success depends on 'how many 
freaks, heads, criminals, anarchists, beatniks. 
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HUNTER STOCKTON THOMPSON 


poachers, Wobblies, bikers and Persons of 
Weird Persuasion will come out of their holes 
and vote for me,’,..,. 

"Tall, athletic and 35, he says Aspen not 
only is ready for a ’new kind of sheriff, but for 
a whole new style in government, the kind of thing 
Thomas Jefferson had in, mind when he talked about 
Democracy . ’ 

”’We have not done too well with that concept 
over the years,’ he says, ’not in Aspen or any- 
where else — and the proof of our failure is the 
wreckage of Jefferson’s dream that haunts us on 
every side, from coast to coast, on the TV news 
and a thousand daily newspapers . ’ 


”’We have blown it: That fantastic pos- 

sibility that Abe Lincoln called "The last, best 
hope of man."’ 

’’’This valley,’ the candidate tells voters, 
most of whom live in town, ’is no longer a refuge 
or 4 hideout from reality.’- It was an outpost of 
urban culture buried in the rural Rockies , but 
’for 20 years the selling orgy boomed fat and 
heavy,’ he says. 

"The community now is plagued by ’big city 
problems too malignant for small-town solutions , 
Chicago-style traffic in a town without stoplights, 
Oakland-style drug busts. continually bungled by 
simple cowboy cops.....’ 

"Thompson, a native of Louisville , Ky., is 
married and has a 6-year-old son. He has lived 
in Aspen three years. He likes to sleep until 
noon since he is a ’night person. ’ 

"He goes in for casual garb like a floppy 
tennis hat, heavy shoes., a plaid shirt and well- 
torn duck shorts , even with snow on the ground. 



3 - 
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HUNTER STOCKTON THOMPSON 


. ..... ... . . _ :”Thorapson. said he writes for .various underT '*". . 

•< ground publications and published a book called . 

'Hell’s Angels,' dealing with his experiences 
- with^ ■;a.>,motQ^ycle..:gang>.>^ 

j — yp* ■ ■■• :■ V, ; 

: ■ I . ■ ' ■ ■ 

"Thompson at various times attended the 
; \ University of Kentucky, Florida State University 

/'• Columbia." 

An article from the "Rocky Mountain News," Denver, 
under date of October 25, 1970, contains a photograph of 
Hunter S. Thompson and his manager, Paul Katzoff, looking at 
; a campaign poster which showed a badge with a red, double- 

j - thumbed fist clutching a green peyote button. The article 

i contained in part the following : 


I , "Thompson, who is expecting to be swept into 

I . _ office on a tide of ’freak power,’ has a well- 

j publicized program, 

'1 ’ . ; , ■ - ' 

I . ■- ' "He wants to; 

i . . - • ’ 

• ' ■ ■ 

"Sod the streets at once, ripping up the 

i pavement with jackhammers and using the: ’ junkasphalt ' 

i , to build a parking lot out of* town and out of sight ; 

# - . . ■ . . ■ . • . , . ^ . . 

i "Change' the name 'Aspen' by referendum to 

'Fat City,' in order to prevent • 'greedheads , lahd- 
rapers and other human jackals' from exploiting 
1 ■ Aspen’s overdeveloped image; 

^ . "Erect - Stocks on, the courthouse lawn in order 

; to punish 'dishonest dope dealers in a proper public 

■ fashion.' To Thompson, a dishonest dealer is anyone 

1 who makes a profit on a drug transaction. 'Non- 

- profit sales will be viewed as borderline cases, and 

• judged on their merits. ' 

"Forbid hunting and fishing to nonresidents, 
i except for those who can get a resident's personal 

-■ .■ endorsement. ■ 

CONFIDE N .T I A L ' 
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•1 ' "Disarm .the sheriff an’?i his deputies i He 

explains that everyrecent urban riot ' 'has. been 
: .. set off by some trigger-happy cop in aK,fear 

V^:'To- pacify v the-; yiplencerfprpne-'i^hompson--.;.:;:v':->V^'.;|^^ 

• ' " ' Would rely on a pistol-grip Mace-borab . . . . . " - - .r .. 

"The .Washington Post" newspaper, Washington, D., C., 

; . , edition of October 18, 1970, contained an article captioned 

; , "Hippies May Elect Sheriff." Contained therein were the 

j following passages: 

i "ASPEN, Colo. — He was a littly shaky. Hunter 

I Thompson admitted. He had just tripped all night •' 

; ©nrjmescaline and nov; he" stood on' Mill ' Street , „ . .. 

\ ever-present beer can in his hand, sun hat covering 

j his bald head (which he had shaved to cover the 

i American Legion convention in Portland,, Ore,, for,, 

I Scanlan’s magazine), contemplating with a sense of 

, j disbelief the coming ordeal ..... " ■ 

-j "The Aspen Wallposter," No. 7, dated January, 1971, 

;! ' shov7s Editors as Tom Benton and Hunter' Thompson. It contains 

1 . a photograph of Hunter S. Thompson and comments concerning 

his having lost the election for sheriff of' Pitkin County, 

Colorado, It contains considerable profanity and shows a 
photograph of President Nixon which depicts blood running out 
' of his mouth and onto his collar. 

Following are quotations from "The Aspen Wallposter," 

-No.^ 7: ■. 

"THE RAPE OF NUMBER SIX r 

"As, usual , . we owe an apology to our many loyal 
subscribers! Wallposter No. 5 - the Peyote-fist 
:] campaign issue - should actually have been number 

1 Six, But the original No. 5 (see cover, above) 

1 proved to be absolutely unprintable - not only in 

Aspen, but everywhere else in this country. After* 
two months of haggling with printers in Boulder, 

San Francisco, Secaucus and the Antelope Valley, we 



- . 5 ;'- 
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HUNTER STOCKTON THOMPSON 



■ ' finally arranged a contract with a printing firm 

: in Montreal. This desperate move cost us massive- 

ly - not only for the initial 10,000 issue press 
run, but also for hundreds of long-distance phone 

heavy travel expenses for ' ' ' 

the editors . 

; "Then, when the bastard? was finally printed, 

the whole press run was seized by hired thugs who 
’ claimed'rto be , agents , of the Royal Canadian Mounties. 

j They also claimed, to represent the FBI - in some 

i .1 hazy, ex-officio capacity - but in any case all six 

I 'Were well-armed, and we offered no resistance when 

they heisted the whole bundle off the loading dock 
, . at the printing plant in Montreal. A week or so 

later after filing a lawsuit and three criminal 
complaints against the Trudeau combine, we were itcld 
.that the seizure had in fact been the work of 'free- 
lance* FBI agents, hired by Bebe Rebozo - Richard 
Nixon's good friend and long-time houseboat partner. 

"At that, point we abandoned all hope.. ..and 
I moved our star-crossed printing operation back to 

; Aspen. Thus, the Peyote-Fist issue became No. 5 .... 

and. the doomed Nixon-portrait and pre-campaign 
analysis issue was slugged into history as 'Lost 
I . Cause No. 6.' The cover portrait eventually ap- 

peared as a Wallposter advertisement in the Fall, 

1970 issue of Scanlan *s ^magazine , which was also 
? . r seized by the Mounties " 

"The Aspen Wallposter," No. 7, has a heading 
; "Treacherous Drug Dealers" and states: 

"To that end,, and with the idea of performing 
a service to the whole community, the Wallposter 
will henceforth publish the names of any and all 
persons who attempt to make money in Aspen by means 
I of dishonest drug dealings " - ,v 

1 I The publication indicates that any persons who mis-, 

i represent their products in any way, and especially for reason 



-v6 
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'4 


1 

I 

i 

1 

j 


I 

I 


of. profit, will be subject to public exposure. • It indicates. .. 
the'editors' of the Wallposter will carefully investigate all 
complaints against any person accused of selling drugs, dis- 
honestly and if they_find the. complaints to be justif ied the 
'off'ehder^s' 'be‘'pui:)lish'ed'V ' ■■ 'r'.- 

The following is a quotation from "The- Aspen 
Wallposter , " No . 7 : , 

"The point after all , . is not to hassle 
careless drug-sellers, but to expose the handful 
of rotten bastards who sell things like Grass full 
of oregano S alfalfa, 'organic mescaline’ cut with 
nutmeg, ’Acid’ laced with speed, arsenic and 
strychnine, or ’Hash' made of Kansas marijuana/mush 
mixed with powdered Bennies and molasses. Any 
question of ’illegality’ in these sales is complete- 
ly beside our point. That is a problem for the local 
law enforcement officials to grapple with - in their 
own special style S with their own atavistic finesse. 

Our concern is entirely beyond the clumsy ,. archaic 
laws that pretend to relate to the local drug 
culture; We will focus only on complaints involving 
proven Consumer Fraud ....." 

• 

On January 26., 1971, Agent Stanley Belitz, U. S. 
Secret Service office, -Denver, Colorado, was advised of "The 
Aspen Wallposter", No. 7, and its photograph of the President. 

On January 25, 1971, Sheriff Carrol Whitmire, 

Aspen, Colorado, advised that Hunter Stockton Thompson has 
been in the Aspen area for approximately six years. He ap- 
parently is employed as.„a free'-lance writer and is an editor 
of "The Aspen Wallposter." 

Sheriff Whitmire advised his Office has no arrest 
record concerning Thompson but he is believed to be a useh 
of narcotics and dangerous drugs . 

Sheriff V/hitmire advised that since the recent 
election v;hen he (Whitmire) successfully defeated Hunter 
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Thompson, as a candidate for sheriff of Pitkin County , an-, ^ . 
investigation was conducted in an effort to discredit Whitmire . 

Sheriff Whitmire advised. ,Jtha;t,..his;. .former.. wi4e....wa,;s 
contacted by Court Freeman with the "Rocky Mountain News” in 
Denver who told her he was investigating Sheriff Whitmire- 
because he was alleged to have two prior felony convictions, 
according to Hunter Thompson. 

Sheriff Whitmire stated he (Whitmire) did not have 
. any felony convictions. . 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
I FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 

I are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


■ r'-' 
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Feb. 3, 1971 



Director , FBI 


SAC, Denver (100-9 3/! 


The/ title is being marKed "Changed” to set forth 
the full name( of the subject as /iiUNTER STOCKTON THOMPSON. 

It was formerly carried as HUNT-feR THOMPSON. 

Re Bureau 0-1 dated lL/Q/71. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of an 
LHM captioned as above and one \opy of "The' Aspen Wallposter , ** 
No . 7 . 

Copy of LHM furnished Secret Service, Denver. 


Because of the size of 
Nos . 4 and 7 , a letter was sent to] 


iThe Aspen Wallposter , " 
Secret Service, Denver, 


inviting them to the office to exapine them, if they desired. 

Sources utilized in LHM are identified as follows: 

/ 


FOIA(b) 7 


FOIA(b) 7 




Source 1 
Source 2 
Source ‘3 

LHM classified "Confidential" since data reported 


FOIA(b)7 - (D) 


Woody Creek Colorado (b^ re^e^*^^^ ^ 

• zr * _ a .-i _ . ■ a \ - *1 II ? „ _ ^ J I ^^.3 


from sources 1 and 2 could reason 


of confidential informants of continuing value and compromise 


the effectiveness thereof which q 
national defense. 


2 - Bureau (Ends 6) (RW) 

4 ) - Denver / 

RJ:mf ^ 1 .---/--^ 


ably result in identification 


puld adversely affect the 


Serial j 
‘Indexed 
filed 
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DN 100-9353 


The Denver Division plans no further active 
investigation in this matter at this time and is placing 
case in a closed status. 
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FD-159 (Rev. 6-29-59) 





RECORD OF INFORMATION FURNISHED OTHER AGENCIES 


— — By Telephone Written Communication 

date date date 

Information concerning: 

SANDRA DAlfJN COl'JKLIN THOMPSON 


Information furnished from File 


, Serial, and Page Number: 


100--93535 serial l5 
(xerox made ) 

Information furnished was obtained: 

□ during course of Bureau investigation 

□ from informants 

□ from complainants or other sources 

Information furnished to: 

Windel J, Griswold 
Agent 

Office of Special Investigation (OSI) 
Remarks: Denver, Colorado 


He was given xerox of serial 1 ^, which contained information 
regarding HUHTER STOCKTON THOMPSON, husband of subject of their 
inquiry. (SANDRA), 






DOTTGIAS G. BILIS: 

Special Agent 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MA^1962 EDITION) 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 


FROM : 


subject: 


SAC (100-9353) 

ASAC MORLEY 

HUNTER STOCKTON THOMPSON, aka 
SM - MISCELLANEOUS 




date: 


3/17/71 


Axtached is an anonymous letter which was received 
by GLEN RICKS, Aspen, Colorado, and was forwarded to this 
office by SA JONES who received it from RICKS. 

Letter contains information concerning THOMPSON 
which may be of value in the future. The envelope which 
contained the letter was postmarked in Aspen but did not 
contain a return address. 


n. 
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O^aT- 




L orux/s o 1 1 1 -t ) 

OcT. n, 


I'? 'to 


ll, 


cnmpscm 


ti3a5 

ujWi h hi 

i-T uucn-clcD 


ii b’H ^ , 


Ttuhk bjuuT do hef k\0(fUT '^ej H OMJlk. 

has CL poll CD -niecMjd^ i-cfioi 

Ttxf bad) bo^ o| dWi. 0\il i cjir)ba'ibo a 
(JL5 <3 S h |C^ U S C V) c <il aof'l Co 1/ 4,Cj ~l Qlj^ t ^ 
p^obodlilt| hoiiJS b-liro (SLAC/uhd 
I IT * Co (yi- 'V . AT . it") aj I i j 


Kj Jiy/j^d (Tn ^vih-SciaK Ava* 


■i- bJoaid) Sic^u nry\jL| /T)ctOnoJi. bjuJ acm 
afiiaici 1 ODi^^Cd* bj ^ca<^. r acm 
lio i ftA4.sTilL cfi tu C^OodD CjfOUiAVlho^hJ* 





